Discussion Forum | Unit 3 Forum (Weeks 3 and 4)
Welcome to Unit 3 - Research: Designing the Process 

Now that you have an understanding of how theory, philosophy, and research are interconnected, and the paradigmatic context within which research is undertaken, we will explore various approaches to designing research.

The next several units will explore research approaches, so they interconnect in many ways. In these units, we will explore the steps in designing research and collecting and analyzing data from the two major research traditions: qualitative and quantitative. Neither approach should be viewed as better than the other; rather they are complementary techniques used to answer different types of research questions. As you go through the unit readings, read all the articles for an overall understanding. Later, return to the readings and focus on the aspects that are specific to the unit of study. 

Let's get started: 

Your task this week is to develop a Dissertation Analysis. An example of a Dissertation Analysis is found in the Leedy and Ormrod (2013) text on pages 135 - 138. This is just for practice so this won't be a study that you will actually do. The objective is to get you thinking along these lines (you will be doing similar tasks in the lab group work you will be doing). Think of a health-related research topic/question; if you are a nurse, physiotherapist, dietitian, or kinesiologist, then pick a research topic related to your field. 

Go ahead and think big here...be creative. You might have come across a situation in your job where you noticed yourself thinking, 'I think that would make a very interesting research project'. Generate your own research scenario here, not examples from other research. Here is an outline of how your Dissertation Analysis should look: 

1. Think of a research project

2. State the problem 

3. State the subproblems 

4. In a paragraph or so (4-5 sentences), give a rationale for doing the study (why is it important) 

5. Provide definitions for the key terms in your research project.

6. Provide some assumptions you would be making during the research process 

7. In less than a paragraph, indicate how you would do the project. 

8. How would you analyze your data? 

So, this task is a bit different than what you have been doing up to now. So far you have been having open discussions. Of course, that can continue. But for the Dissertation Analysis, work on it, and then post your finished product. Please keep your analysis no longer than two pages; approximately 400-600 words and post by the Sunday of week 3.  

The following week, you will have open discussion on the Dissertation Analyses so that everybody can comment and provide some feedback on everyone's work. It will be just like a mini on-line conference. Please comment on at least two of your peer's dissertation analyses.
