Discussion Forum | Unit 4 Forum (Weeks 5, 6, and 7)
Welcome to Unit 4 - Research Using Qualitative Methodologies

Qualitative approaches have been growing rapidly in health care research over the past fifteen years. As you will recall from the previous units, quantitative research is directed at discovering relationships, and cause and effect, and is based on the scientific method of discovery. By contrast, qualitative research is directed at the discovery of meaning in experience as opposed to cause and effect. "The word qualitative implies an emphasis on process and meanings in context. The focus is on the creation of social experience and emergent meanings, the relationship between participant and researcher, and environmental issues that may shape inquiry. Process and meaning are not measured but may be described in terms of intensity, patterning and frequency" (Fain, 1999, p. 146). 
"Being a qualitative researcher involves attributes such as compassion, passion, integrity, tolerance of ambiguity, willingness to play with ideas, knowledge and inquiry, commitment to viewing the social world from the viewpoints of the people being studied, valuing of detail, and willingness to inject something of themselves into the research process and its outcomes (McAllister & Rowe, 2003, p. 296). One of the major differences between quantitative and qualitative research is the role of the researcher in the research process. Qualitative research encompasses not only "doing" skills of research but "being" attributes: "Researchers need to have an awareness of self and others, what subjectivity means and how it can be evoked, where they stand as researchers, what it is they are aiming to do, and what reflexivity means so they do not deny the role of self in the research process and outcomes." (McAllister & Rowe, 2003, p. 299).

Let's get started
 

You can choose to complete two out of the three week discussions (weeks 5, 6, or 7). The choice is yours which two conferences you want to participate in. Grades will be awarded for two weeks of discussion.
Participate in the discussion board with a minimal requirement of TWO postings per week to the discussion board, one original and one individual follow-up to peers’ comments (total of four for this unit, 2 original, 2 follow-up). The original discussion should be 200-300 words and referenced with additional literature. The follow-up responses should be at least 100 words incorporating additional literature (if appropriate but not required) and promoting critical thinking.

Please use the following activities to guide your discussion:

Week 5

Unit 4 is really a time for you and your lab groups to make progress on Lab 1. Unit 4 spans three weeks. There are quite a few readings for this Unit, so as you can see, the readings have broken down into three one-week intervals (i.e., do a few readings each week). The intention is to pose a few initial thoughts and questions to think about and to start the discussion off for each week, and you can contribute when would like.

There is always some heated debate when it comes to qualitative methods. There is value and merits to both approaches. But we still find that good qualitative research articles are not published in the upper tier of journals. It also seems that a lot of good qualitative research does not get as much grant funding as more traditional scientific method approaches.

In this day and age, why do you think this debate lingers?
Discussion Questions:

Let's discuss the merits to qualitative approaches. How would you convince a new researcher to get involved in scientific initiatives using qualitative approaches?

Week 6

Most lab groups are working through their interview/focus group procedures for Assignment 3. Let's look at some actual studies that have used focus group methodologies. 

Here is the task for the next 4-5 days. Locate one empirical study (peer reviewed in scientific journal) that used focus group methodology and provide a 200-300 word summary of the article. This will require a visit to the AU library website.

Please provide the PDF of the article as well as your summary/post. In addition to the summary/post, provide a complete citation for the article, including the name of the database from which the article was retrieved and the online link to the article. Your Assignment 3 lab group should get some good ideas from these 'exemplar' pieces of research (or maybe it's not so exemplar...that's up to you!) implementing focus group methodology.

Week 7

View the slide show presentation (Requires Flash download)

1. What is being conveyed in the images? 

2. What do you think the author is trying to depict? 

3. Describe the slide show (e.g., What did you see? What did you hear?).

4. What meaning do you take from this slide show? 

5. How did it impact you? 

6. How do you think your own values and beliefs influenced your understanding of what you saw? 

7. What insight might you gain about qualitative research from participating in this activity? 

8. In what way do these questions help you understand the process of qualitative research?

