Guided analysis
Dulce et Decorum Est    by   (W. Owen) 
Il titolo deriva dal verso Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori del terzo libro delle Odi dal poeta latino Orazio, che viene definito "vecchia bugia" da Owen.
1.  The poem is divided into………………………. regular / irregular stanzas.
2.  Each stanza deals with a precise point:
Stanza 1  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Stanza 2 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Stanza 3 . ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....
Stanza 4………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(Arrange in order from the list provided)
	· Presents the poets dreams
· Introduces the situation
· Describes the soldier’s death and produces the poem’s message
· Describes the gas attack


Stanza 1
3. Stanza 1 is made up of …………………………. lines.
4. Some men are marching      a) towards the front    b)  away from the front
5. Which verses suggest this?.......................................................................................................................
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
7. Is the poet one of the   soldiers?..............................................................................................................
8. The men are exhausted. List the adjectives suggestive of weariness and exhaustion.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
9. The idea of exhaustion is also suggested by the use of similes:……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Stanza 2
10. Stanza 2 is made up of …………………………………. lines.
11. The tone and the rhythm of the poem suddenly change. How is the urgency of the warning “gas” graphically rendered?
…………………………………………………. / ………………………………………………………/……………………………………………..
12. The word “ecstasy” may mean: (tick the synonyms that best fit)
          frenzy     -     trance     -     madness    -       relief     -    delight
13. What image do lines 9 – 10 suggest?
                               animal instinct             awkwardness               blind panic                        confusion
                              controlled hurry         training           self-confidence              frantic movements
14. The image of frantic movements and confusion is emphasized by:                               
- the use if “-ing” verbs:      
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
15. Stanza 2 is mainly focused on the one soldier who was too late in fitting his “helmet” and who is introduced by the indefinite pronoun……………………………………………………………………………………………………
16. The gas used in World War I was chlorine. How can you guess this?...................................................
17. The presence of the gas is described, indirectly, through:
- the use of adjectives: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
- the use of a simile: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
18. The simile of the gas vapours looking like a sea is emphasized by another image. Which?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Stanza 3
19. Stanza 3 is made up of …………………………………….. lines.
20. It focuses on ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
21. The words “helpless sight” may refer to which precise moments?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
22. The soldier’s condition is underlined by three “ing” verbs. Find  synonyms for them in the list given:
- guttering………………………………………………                                             stifling        trembling
- choking ………………………………………………..                                            flickering     throttling   
- drowning………………………………………………..                                         strangling     suffocating in water         
Stanza 4
23. Stanza 4 is made up of ………………………………………… lines.
24. The idea of “suffocation” continues  through the presence of the adjective ……………………………………………………
25. This stanza focuses again on the image of the dying soldier with shocking details:
- he had been…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
- his white eyes were………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....
- his face was………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
- his blood was……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
- his lungs were………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
26. The description is emphasized by the use of similes. Quote them - …………………………………………………………………
-  ………………………………………………………………………………../ - ……………………………………………………………………………………..
27. Who is the poet addressing?    - a friend     - an idealist     – a patriot     – a soldier                   
