
using Tree Diagrams one way to visuarize a probrem is a tree dia-gram {Figure 3). This approach is particularly useful for connectingcauses of probrems with proposed sorutions. such a diagram distin-guishes between root and immediate causes, and betwlen preven_tion and treatment sorutions. The probrem and its possibre ,orrrior,,aretied to underlyingbasic or grounding principlls. (See the insideback cover of your textbook for i ,rr-*ui1.of sr.i principles.)Many environmental problems have overlapping root causesand solutions, especiary prevention solutionr. ir," iirprication isthat some actions will.help solve not just one but many problems.Indeed, one of the basic principres of Lnvironmentar science is thateverything is connected, and that because of these connections wecannot solve environmental problems in isolation. A tree aiagramhelps us see connections between underlying principles (the'soil),
causes (roots and base of the tree), and solutior,, (leaves on the de_ciduous tree). some of the proposed solutions may not be workableor practical and, when reevaluated, can be ,f,"a i,t" f'""""r"rir,",from a deciduous tree.

Figure 4 is a tree diagram for the problem of potential globalwarming discussed in Chapter 72 of Lizting in the Enaironmrit undChapter 1'0 of Enaironmentar science.In Chapter 3 of this bookret youwill be asked to deverop tree diagrams for various environmental
problems.
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problem rests on the grounding principles at the


