The Book of the Dead

The Egyptians referred to the Egyptian Book of the Dead as Reu Nu Pert Em Hru, which when translated means The Chapters of Coming Forth By Day. The Book was written and illustrated on papyrus and contained a collection of chapters made up of spells and formulas.  Before one’s death they would have someone write the spells and formulas on expensive papyri or they would buy one “off the rack” and fill in the blanks with their names. It can be thought that The Book is the deceased person’s guidebook to a happy afterlife.  The text was intended to be read by the dead person and enable them to overcome obstacles and not lose their way during their journey to the afterlife.  It taught them passwords, clues, routes that would allow the deceased to answer questions and navigate their way to the afterlife.  It would also grant the protection of gods while proclaiming the deceased’s identity.  The Papyrus of Anu is one if the finest and most complete examples of this type of funerary text.
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