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Prompt I: 5.What were the causes of the English Civil War? Who were the opposing sides? What did each side represent?


Bursting through the large double doors of the house of Parliament, King Charles I, with his soldiers not far behind, bellows out into the room of startled men:


"Where are they!?! I come for the radicals!" Striding forward, King Charles I fans out his troops through the room. The whole building is deathly silent in the presence of it's master the king. Taking the speaker's chair, and receiving a shake f the head from his lead soldier, the king mutters under his breath.


"I see the birds have flown." Pivoting in is chair, the king's eyes fall upon William Lenthall.


"You, where are those I seek?" William, with a quiet dignity and stern resolve kneels.


"May it please your Majesty, I have neither eyes to see nor tongue to speak in this place but as the House is pleased to direct me, whose servant I am here." The meaning of those words spoken in   perhaps but mock humility are not lost on Charles. In short, William had declared his allegiance, not to the king but to parliament. Sputtering in shock and dismay at this statement King Charles stands, and storms out of th building. A grim expression, mingled with dismay crosses the king's face as he motions for the head soldier, already jogging to catch up.


"When we return to the castle, prepare the family for departure. We are no longer safe here."


Such a scene, though largely controlled by my imagination, is what I see when I read of the beginning of the English civil war. On one side of the equation you have a very angry parliament, fed up with the religious control, unfair justice system, advisers to the king and military officers they did not trust, and the king's constant attempts to get rid of Parliament. On the other side of the equation you have a determined king, powerful, and not used to having to bow his will before anyone, parliament included. A powder keg with a very short fuse was exactly what had been formed. It found its spark in the scene I just described. Parliament had gotten wind of the raid however and had whisked the members sought by the king to a safe local unknown to the king. The unprecedentedly hostile actions of Charles I pushed parliament over the edge and into civil war.  Fearing parliament, King Charles I moves his family to Oxford, still in England but farther from the threat. Parliamentary members, Royalists, loyal to the king leave the original parliament and open a second running parliament at Oxford. The parliamentary forces pursue the king and eventually capture him. However, once the king was safely captured a division arose in the forces of Parliament. One group wanted to let the king back in with the conditions that a Presbyterian state church be established. The more radical portion of the forces did not want a state church, and so with infighting occupying his enemy the king managed to slip away with some help from the Scots. The more radical portion of the parliamentary forces were enraged at this escape and so again pursued the king and once more captured him. This time there would be no escape. Oliver Cromwell, a leader among the radicals, purged all the Presbyterian members of parliament, leaving a "Rump Parliament." On January 30, 1649, the Rump Parliament declared that the king was to be beheaded an the order was carried out. This portion of the civil war ended in the most dramatic way possible, the beheading of a king, and a new form of governance was now put in place with Cromwell in control. However Cromwell found it just as difficult to control parliament and in a few years England was back to a monarchy.        

Prompt II: 8. Why was the Glorious Revolution glorious? What is the importance of the Bill of Rights, 1689 in regard to the development of parliamentary government in Britain and to the development of the United States' system of government.


Vive revolution! Bloody, drawn out wars between the underprivileged and the aristocratic elite, the underdog rising to win all that he deserves through tooth-and-nail struggle, even X-wings or scrolling green code  may come to mind with the word 'revolution'. However, there is at least one notable exception to the image of horrendous struggle and loss that has become so deeply associated with the word 'revolution'. The Glorious Revolution. 


In England, the year of 1668, King James II was in a heap of trouble. King James II was no real friend of parliament. First of all James II was Catholic, and the parliament was, by this point, not only Protestant but the House of Commons was largely Puritan. Blatant efforts by James II to revive a Catholic government, such as annulling the Test Act of 1673 which barred Catholics from high places of government with another law stating just the opposite, was making the mostly protestant parliament very uneasy. Parliament may have put up with the antics of James II, had his wife Anne Hyde not given birth to a male heir. With both James II and Anne Catholics, the prospect of another Catholic heir to the throne was a very great risk. This was not a very good time for James to be trying all of this either. A few years back Parliament had its toes stepped on by Charles I and he lost his head for it.  With that known to James II, he still pressed forward with his own ideas and jabbed at the perturbed lion parliament who was quite aware that it had more power than it originally thought. 


Eventually, Parliament had enough and sent seven prominent English noblemen to invite William of Orange to come attack England and overthrow James II. William of Orange readily agreed to parliament's gracious offer and gathered an army. In under a year William of Orange had forced James II, his wife and son to flee England. 


With very little blood shed and in a comparatively short period of time England had undergone a revolution surrounding who was to hold the throne. Parliament was quite pleased with the whole situation and late in 1688 officially made William of Orange king in James II's stead. Parliament wasn't satisfied to just appoint a new king however. Making sure that what had happened under James II and Charles I would never happen again, parliament Told William of Orange that if he wanted the throne it was going to come with some conditions. The conditions specified, one year later, would become the Bill of Rights.


The Bill of rights guaranteed many things that parliament wanted. For instance, The bill stated that Parliament had the right to make laws and levy taxes. In addition, the bill made it impossible for a king to raise an army without the consent of Parliament, and that Parliament could hold elections and debates without the king interfering. In short Parliament now had it position firmly entrenched and held equal, if not greater power than the king who was now bound by the Bill of Rights. A Constitutional Monarchy takes hold for the first time in England. 


Later on, the American Colonies find that  they are shut out of the same rights that the Bill of Rights promises. This leads to the American Revolution and our own (United States) Bill of Rights with many similarities to that drawn up by Parliament. Today we know how important it is to have a Bill of Rights. Without a document like the one we have, our society cold turn on a dime towards ideas that are totally against the character of America. Imagine if tomorrow a man were in the White House who abolished free speech, re-instituted slavery, chucked the court system and your right to a fair trial. What would America look like? It wouldn't be America now would it? 

