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Advice To My Little Bro On Speech Giving


Uh-oh, furrowed brow and a big text book. never a good sign. I thought as I passed my younger brother on my way to the kitchen. Grabbing a pair of super-caffeinated beverages (any student's best friend) from the fridge, I head back to the living room to see what had my bro' so befuddled.


"Greetings earthling Tim! Whatcha studying?" I ask with a smile as I plop down on the couch beside my intently studying sibling.


Turning his head to face me, but keeping his eyes riveted to the text like it was some crazed beast that might attack at any moment, Tim explains to me how he had been assigned to give a speech on the importance of entertainment in our culture and that the introduction had him stumped. Nodding knowingly, I hand Tim one of the colas while struggling to get the cap off my own.


"Well, first thing is you have to get their attention. Something flashy, but not too flashy, that pertains to your subject." 


I was just about to go on when I finally got the stubborn cap off my coke. Unfortunately, it seems I must have shook the poor thing too much trying to pry the cap off and before I knew it I was covered from head to toe in cold, sticky, brown liquid. Tim peeked up from behind his big text book which he had used to shield himself from the spray just in time to see me blinking in shock. Needless to say he cracked up. I just acted like I meant to douse myself in ice cold liquid.


"See, something like that. Maybe tell a funny story relating to slapstick and show how it helps you relax. Then you can go briefly into why in today's high-stress culture laughter and entertainment is important. Doing those things will not only get your audience's attention but also tell them what your topic is, what your take on it is, and why it's important. Plus it will help them feel like your not some big stuffy guy who is there to give a preprogrammed speech to them. It kinda makes your audience feel connected to you. Then all you gotta do is introduce the main points you have cooked up in the main part of your speech. Kinda give them a brief picture of your points in the intro, then elaborate on them one by one in the main part of your speech. See?"


Still grinning from ear to ear, Tim nods and thanks me for the help. Grabbing his pencil, he taps it against his lip for a moment and begins writing. I stick around long enough to make sure he was rolling then ruffled his hair (half to encourage him, half to get some of my soda on him) and stood up.


"Well if you'll excuse me, I have to go get a shower. I hear caffeine can be absorbed through the skin and I think I have had quite enough now. Best wishes on the speech! I think you'll do great."

A Discussion Idea from Chapter 15


