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The Golden Age of  “Why?”


“Why?” The little bundle of energy at my elbow asked for the umpteenth time. The gears in my head sped up a notch trying to process this new query and concentrate on my coursework at the same time. It wasn't working. All my mind could come up with to answer the obtuse question “Why is the Toa of Air green?” was a desperate, but hopefully satisfactory “Well... Well, because that's just kinda the way it is.” 


“Oh,” was all that my energized and very curious little brother could say to my brilliantly concocted response. Feeling vindicated in the triumph of my years of wisdom and experience over the sheer volume of questions exploding from my little buddy, I relaxed and started back on the subject at hand...


“Why?” 


My eyes involuntarily glazed as I playfully dropped my head to the desk, earning more than a few chuckles from my mother and sister nearby.  “Stop asking me why!” I exclaimed with mock exasperation and a smile. Catching on to the fact I was just playing around, the sly little guy just asked “Why?” again through near uncontrollable giggles. So the whys went on for a few minutes more until the little guy got tired of the game and went off to devise another impossible “Why?” conundrum. 


Looking back on the golden age of “Why?” still makes me chuckle at just how intensely my little brother tried to make sense of our confusing world.  He still asks me “Why?” today, but the frequency has slackened quite a bit much to me relief. I suppose our world really is a pretty confusing place for a five year old. I'm glad I could be one of the “inside men” on just why pink is a girl's color, why you let someone else finish talking before you begin, and why you don't jump on someone when they are laying on the bed. Perhaps someday he will return the favor when my own kids are asking why my shoes have laces instead of Velcro. And when that day comes, I will just lean back in my chair and smile. 

A Discussion Idea from Chapter 1


