October 29, 2006  Summary

Elliott and Jane spoke for 30 minutes on the phone.

The BIG realization was that we are not as limited by technology as we thought.  Since our work can be saved as webpages (listed at the bottom of each map we load onto the public server), students will be able to view cmaps that we create on CmapTools at home.  Originally we had thought, students would need to have CmapTools loaded onto their computers in order to view cmaps, but that isn’t so.  They will also be able to open any digital resources we link to the maps.

Elliott gave Jane feedback on the umbrella map of macromolecules as well as the detail Carbohydrate and Lipids maps.  This discussion clarified structure/function and we had some discussion about what was essential.  Also, we wanted to demonstrate significance as an important part of the map, but this information tends to be personal and “nonessential,” although it provides motivation and attaches meaning to the concepts, which is very important.

Next steps for this week.  By Tuesday, Elliott will email to Jane his outlines of macromolecules.  Jane will link these to the umbrella concept map.  Elliott gets major kudos if he is also able to email Jane “essential” visuals from the textbook CD AND appropriate URLs that he would like to have linked to the website.  (In particular, the Concord Macromolecule website.)

Elliott will use this demo map in class to demonstrate to students how mapping works and how it is different from outlines. 

After students have had a chance to look at the cmaps and outlines at home, Elliott will solicit feedback from students via notecards.  For example:  Are the maps clear and useful?  Did you try to access them at home?  Were you successful in opening up different attachments?  What would make the maps better for you?

Future steps.  I’m thinking we might try color coding. Perhaps one color for structure; another for function; another for experiments that support the concepts; another for significance.  We might use shades of light and dark to indicate essential or nonessential concepts!

