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· The greenhouse effect describes the way in which the Earth's atmosphere traps heat from the sun. 

· Solar energy reaches the Earth as light.

· Earth's surface re-radiates energy as heat.

· Atmospheric gases including water vapour, carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane absorb the heat, keeping the surface of the Earth warm.
· Without the greenhouse effect the Earth would be a frozen wasteland.
[image: image2.bmp]
· Evidence is being collected that shows that the world is warming up.

· This is called global warming and is caused by the Greenhouse Effect.
· The temperature of the Earth is kept in balance by the heat we get from the Sun and the heat that is radiated back into the atmosphere. 

· Carbon dioxide and water vapour act like an insulating layer ( like glass in a greenhouse ) and trap and keep some of the heat from the Sun.
· This is natural global warming  and it provides enough heat for living things.
· The levels of carbon dioxide are increasing because of the burning of fossil fuels and the cutting down of trees (which absorb carbon dioxide). 
· This increase in carbon dioxide is trapping too much heat and the Earth's temperature is slowly rising above normal.Methane gas is also contributing to the Greenhouse Effect.
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Methane is produced naturally from cattle waste and rice fields.




PROBLEMS CAUSED BY THE GREENHOUSE t EFFECT

Changes in temperature could cause melting of the polar ice caps which in turn would cause raised sea levels. 

Seriows flooding could result

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

· We can look for alternative  energy sources.
· Use unleaded petrol and reduce the need for cars.

· Use catalytic converters in cars to reduce emissions of harmful gases.

·  Stop large scale deforestation because trees absorb carbon dioxide.
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