How a river is born

A river is a natural waterway that transports water through a landscape from higher to lower elevations.

A river may have its source in a ____________  or from___________________. The source is the place where a river or stream starts. How is it generated?

Some rain water or melting snow seeps into the pervious rocks of the mountains.

When the water reaches some waterproof  rocks it can’t flow inside the mountain, so it runs on the pervious rocks until it reaches the surface and becomes a spring.

The mountain spring is perennial because it rains frequently and snows a lot.

When the spring has a big amount of water it becomes a river. 

At the beginning the river is only a small ____________, afterwards it becomes a ____________, that is a large amount of water moving very quickly, because of a big slope.

Coming downstream, the water digs into the land: it’s the _______________________.

To complete the text use these words:

stream             glacial melt            spring                 river bed                  torrent
