Placemat Activity
This activity is used for individual reflection then to allow sharing with the small group.  It also allows members to consolidate their ideas.  It can be used to summarize an article that is read by the group, or for brainstorming ideas around an essential question posed to the group.
NEED:  
essential question

chart paper  

markers

Post the essential question throughout the activity.  Clarify the question.  Example:  “What words can help you describe a professional learning community?”
· Have people in teams of 3-4.  

· Give each group one sheet of chart paper and have them divide the paper into equal sections so that each person is sitting in front of a section where they can write (see diagrams below).  

· Have them write down their thoughts or ideas individually in their own space. No talking.
· Have each person in the group take a turn sharing their ideas.

· In the space in the middle of the placemat, determine the group’s top 3-5 important ideas, suggestions or thoughts and record.

· Have each group share with the entire group.

The Placemat activity can be used with other strategies, such as Think-Pair-Share, Walk About, Jigsaw.  It is useful whenever you want the group to consolidate ideas, share thoughts or suggestions, or come to consensus.
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