Network Appliance is the name of a company as well as a particular device for distributed systems. Go to the following websites to get an idea of how this type of device is revolutionizing distributed networking. After going to these sites write a summary of the functions that each offers and what problems are solved.
Network Appliance website 
http://www.netapp.com/ 

NetWolves


http://www.netwolves.com/pro.htm 
Array Network

http://www.eweek.com/article2/0,3959,462662,00.asp 

IBM Partners


http://www-8.ibm.com/services/au/its/nis/security.html 
Cisco

http://www.cisco.com/en/US/products/hw/vpndevc/ps2030/products_data_sheet09186a0080091b13.html 

Evaluation of Network Appliances

Data
http://www.nwfusion.com/techinsider/2003/0616techinsidermain.html 

