What Is Mummification?
Mummification is the type of preservation of a body, either animal or human. Mummies can be preserved wet, frozen, or dried. This process can occur naturally, or through man’s intervention. The Egyptians deliberately made mummies by drying the body out. Eliminating moisture eliminates the source of decay. This was done by using a salt mixture called natron. Natron is a natural substance that is found in abundance along the Nile River. It consists of four salts: sodium carbonate, sodium bicarbonate, sodium chloride, and sodium sulfate. The sodium carbonate works as a drying agent, drawing the water out of the body. When the bicarbonate is exposed to moisture the pH increases, which then creates a hostile environment for the decaying bacteria. Along with this, Egyptian climate helped the mummification process, being both very hot and dry. 
