Corey Jahn

Kerry vs. Bush: Economics
With the presidential race in full swing, both President Bush and Senator Kerry have steered away from issues that actually mean something to the voters. Instead, they both continue to bash each other in hoping that American voters will see the great people they are suppose to be? I don’t think this mud-slinging is as effective as the candidates think it is. But one of the major issues that is being ignored by both sides is the domestic economic policies of each side. 


On both of the candidate’s websites, they each have four or five basic principles they will try to install or carry-on if he is chosen to get elected. Kerry’s page says that he will be able give more tax breaks to keep businesses here rather than letting them outsource, or move overseas for cheaper labor, which has happened in the last couple of years causing thousands of Americans to lose their jobs. Bush’s stance is to simply spend five-hundred million dollars to better educate American workers in schools and community college. When it comes to taxes, Bush supports creating a simpler tax code and encouraging investing and saving. Kerry, on the other hand wants to cut taxes for roughly ninety-eight percent of Americans and ninety-nine percent of businesses while raising the upper-class’s taxes to create more revenue for the government and increase the middle-class’s income. Bush, however, counters with wanting to help smaller businesses by letting them “band together to provide more affordable health care for their employees” (Bush.) On the same line of thought, Kerry offers support to the advancement of new technology such as energy efficient cars, higher-grade steel, and better plastics and investing in the people who will fill those jobs. 

Next, Kerry wants the federal government to have to operate within a particular budget and will have ways to pay for whatever he wants to do. The president doesn’t touch the subject of the budget in his article though. He states the he wants to provide assistance to people who are buying new houses by creating 7 million new affordable homes within the next 10 years. He also mentions that he wishes to promote more flexibility for workers by letting them choose paid time off rather than overtime pay and give workers the option of shifting their work hours during a pay period. 


So does it matter who you vote for? It probably will matter. Personally I think candidates are spending too much money on promoting how horrible the other guy is. The sixty million dollars spent to bash the opponent could be cut in half if they would just state their mission and what they are set out to do. Why not give some of the money to the kids who can’t pay for college or the find a cure for cancer or towards stem cell research. There is too much “politics” in our governmental system today. I believe we should at least cap the spending, throw away the debates, and just make each candidate write an essay about what they wish to do and how they are going to go about achieving this goal of theirs. We might actually get something we could use to cast our vote then.
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