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Welfare and Poverty


Many of today’s low class American live in poverty.  Today there are a lot of families that are poor.  Many of these people live in low-income houses, and there is not a lot of money coming into these houses if any.  So many of these people become welfare recipients.  Some people can’t even afford to pay for their rent so the government has to pay majority of it.  The places that these people live are in poor shape and in very poor neighborhoods.  The reason why I pick these two essays “Is there life after welfare” and “You can’t get by on nickels and dimes” is because the essays are some much alike but then again they have many differences.     .

In the essay called “Is there life after welfare” by Annie Downey, she wrote any essay based on an article that was in a magazine.  The article was written by her, a lady who was a welfare recipient.  She wrote the article because legislators and political leaders wanted to end welfare and make the people on welfare work for their fare instead of having the government paying them.  They also wanted to put a time limit on how long people can receive welfare.  They didn’t want people to be on welfare longer than five years (Downey 201).  In Downey’s essay she writes about how she struggled being a single teen mom with two kids that had different fathers.  At the begin of the essay she calls herself a hussy that is a burden to everyone and everything (Downey 201).   When she was at the welfare office in line to receive welfare, she felt as if she was a faceless number who had no story and was just like every one else in line ( Downey 201).  She knew that just being on welfare wasn’t going to feed her kids so she found a job as a meat slicker making $5.50 an hour.  In her essay she stated that it was a struggle to live on welfare, but without welfare she knew that she would have nothing (Downey 202).  She became an editor, a publisher of two magazines, a teacher and well educated woman (Downey 202).  Now she wasn’t just a faceless number without a story.  She had a story to tell.  And her story was that welfare gave her what was necessary to be a mother (Downey 202)

The other essay called “You can’t get by on nickels and dimes” by Molly Ivins is written in another way.  The author of this essay wrote her essay on a book called Nickels and Dimes by Barbara Ehrenreich.  Both of these essays talk about having jobs that are close to minimum wage and trying to make it from one month to the next month. The essay it written about Ehrenreich book it gave a report about the percentage of people who are on welfare. Also another similarly is that in both essays they write about poverty.  In the essay by Ivins she writes about how it hard to live being poor.  She quotes from Ehrenreich book that poverty rate has remained at a soothingly low 13%” for several years ( Ivins 256).  The official poverty rate is calculated by the cost of food and living           wages movement is based on the true cost of living ( Ivins 256).  It is said in the essay that Ehrenreich was working for between $6 to $7 and lived in trailer parks, not-so-low-rent apartment, and dorms (Ivins 256).  Ivins’s essay some what compares the difference of the rich and poor.  This essay points out that when the rich and the poor complete for housing in the same market, the rich always wins (Ivins 256). 

Both of these essays are alike in many ways, by how they write about living in poverty and having to struggle to make it from day to day on a fixed income.  Also how in both essays the writers write about working and making minimum wage.  They also differ form each other in the way they are written and the styles of both essays. One essay is written from a recipient of welfare, who also wrote an article in a magazine why the government shouldn’t do away with welfare. The other essay is written by a person who read a book called Nickels and Dimes by Barbara Ehrenreich and took points and quoted from the book. These two essays were both written by women talking about living in poverty and on low-income raising a family.
