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Friday Night Lights: The Movie

In the game of football there will always be a winner and a loser, but in some cases you are always expected to win.  In the year 1989, Odessa Permian was supposed to be the unstoppable force in Texas high school football.  They had many returning starters, and were picked to go undefeated, and to win the state championship that year.


To start the season off, Coach Gary Gaines had a rigorous routine planned out for his football squad.  Two-a-days started out as normal, with James “Boobie” Miles taking all the carries and talking all the noise.  Boobie was the only offensive player to get a lot of hype and to get most of the attention, because he was great the year before.  Boobie received many letters and offers from many Division 1 schools.   Boobie was not academically advanced, but his ability, he believed would get him to the N. F. L.  There were many other role players such as Brian Chavez (DB), Mike Winchell (QB), Don Billingsly (FB)(son of former state champ, Charlie Billingsly),  Chris Comer (Backup RB), and Ivory Christian (DE), another highly recognized player on the defensive end.

The season started off as planned.  Even though there were several distractions from girls, most of the team was staying focused on the goal at the end of the year, the State Championship. “At least half of all American women and more than 75% of men having had intercourse by the age of 18.” (Alan Guttmacher Institute 1994).  There have been several instances where teens, most of which are male athletes, have been introduced into the world of sex.  Nevertheless, the team was breezing by opponents, but an event would happen that would have a drastic change on the season.  Odessa was up by a considerable margin, and Boobie Miles was going to the sidelines, because his work was done for the night.  He had rushed for over 300 yards, and several touchdowns, but when he came out, his backup, Chris Comer, couldn’t find his helmet!  Therefore, Boobie went back in and got hit in his knee and tore his ACL.  This was a devastating blow to the “MoJo,” because he was basically the team.  After his departure, Odessa lost to their arch rival Midland Lee, and Boobie was hurt even worse, because he tried to come back within weeks of his injury.  

Odessa advanced to the state semifinals where they faced the best team in the state, Dallas Carter.  They still had dreams of a state championship, but without Boobie they had to come together as a team.  Dallas Carter punished Odessa through the first half of the football game.  At half time they were battered, bruised, and down, but not out.  In the third quarter, they continued to get pounded in the turf, but they were also fighting back.  In the fourth quarter, they started to show signs of life!  They began to run the ball right down Dallas Carter’s throat, and brought themselves back within four points.  The game came down to one last play, where Mike Winchell scrabbled to try and find the end zone, but came up one yard short.  This was heartbreak for that team that worked so hard only to get beat by the eventual state champs.  

I believed that the movie was a well thought out movie.  It had plenty of high school football action that made you actually believe you were in that specific time frame.  Friday Night Lights also had a great story line.  The movie went in depth with the player’s parents and also some of the exact houses that the players lived in and so forth.  I thought the movie should have been longer, but that was the only downfall.

There was a book written on the team that can be purchased anywhere books are sold that tells the exact same story that the movie tells, but it goes a little more in depth.


In closing, it was a great movie and book, and should be seen and read by every footbal
