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Evaluative Analysis

Shrek 2

Usually when parents go into a movie theatre to watch a movie with their five or six year old, they normally bring something to do while they watch the movie; because well…they’re bored out of their minds! Between keeping the kids focused on the movie and not trying to fall asleep it’s a pretty tough and irritating experience.  DreamWorks’ Shrek 2 brings a whole other definition to the phrase “family entertainment”.  There aren’t many movies out there that the whole family (whether your two, 17, 24, or 50) can enjoy and even get a little chuckle in.  I will demonstrate how the movie Shrek 2 is a fun family movie that kids, teens, and yes even the parents can watch.  This movie will truly “knock your socks off”!  

Most of the times when parents take the kids to the movies it’s a pretty difficult task because it’s hard to keep them alert.  Going to watch this movie was awe-striking because everyone was glued to the screen; even the little toddlers.  Kids will be so fascinated by the characters that they know such as the Gingerbread Man, the Big Bad Wolf, and the Three Little Pigs.  There are plenty of characters in this movie that they are familiar with from their favorite nursery rhymes and stories.  Not to mention the main characters from the previous movie: Shrek, Princess Fiona, and of course the Donkey.  This movie is sure entertainment to little ones of all ages.  If the bright colors don’t get them then the catchy tunes sure will.

Another thing that I noticed while watching this movie is that, for this to be a PG rated movie, there were quite a few adults and teens (yes, including myself) watching the movie.  This is another point that I would like to make which is the fact that this movie has a lot of parts that even the adults and teens can enjoy and relate to.  There are so many hidden details in the movie that you’ll probably have to watch the movie a good three or four times to catch all of them.  If the characters themselves don’t crack you up then these details will!  The movie uses the same fairy-tale element but they mix it with a more modern flavor. “In the Hollywood-style Far Far Away land, shops such as Versarchery (designer gear for bowmen), Gap Queen (khaki combats for royalty) and Farbucks (skinny-latte fairy tale style) fill the streets.” (Sun)  Not to mention the reenactment of television show Cops.  This movie will have your side aching whether you are a senior in high school or a senior citizen.
“Some killjoys will, of course, find room to criticize it.” (Sun) Some parts in the movie may be found to be controversial.  For example in the Cops scene Puss in Boots had marijuana on him and Shrek was “pepper sprayed”.  Or the scene when Pinocchio admits that he is wearing a thong.  But really, let’s be serious here; kids don’t really pay attention to things like that.  “Politically-correct parents may choke on their organic popcorn at some of the racier stuff. For example, Pinocchio is rumbled for wearing ladies' knickers and Puss in Boots derives great pleasure in licking his privates.”(Sun)  I think it is amazing how DreamWorks riskily used such scenarios.  But I think it is much more astounding how they actually made it work.
In conclusion, I want to say that the movie Shrek 2 is undoubtedly one of the greatest movies ever made.  The movie’s uses humor and satire to keep the parental unit happy while keeping the movies purpose for the kids.  I am really looking forward to Shrek 3.

