Corey Jahn

“Friday Night Lights”

The movie “Friday Night Lights” is about a 1988 high school football team from Odessa, Texas, but the movie is about more than just a football team from a smaller town defeating the odds of a star player being injured and nearly winning the state championship despite being the underdog. The movie not only depicts the struggles of a few players of the football team as well as the coach, but it shows a great example of what goes on outside of high school and off the field in a smaller Texas town.


Growing up in a smaller town, I lived the athlete’s life that is shown in the film. The sad part about the movie is that most of it is true. The athlete’s go out and drink just as much, if not more, as any other high school student. Fathers push their kids so hard that they don’t want to play the sport anymore. The movie is surprisingly emotional, any small town athlete can relate to the movie. 


I feel one critic totally missed the point of the movie. He thought the movie should have only shown the football parts of the story rather than “prey[ing] on the viewer’s emotions.” Like in the movie, my parents pressured me into playing football, just not to the same extent as one of the main players. But I did get to experience the change in the way people saw me around town when they found out I was not going to be playing football my junior year. Parent’s from around town made me feel as if I had let the whole community down, even the parents of those kids who weren’t athletes. Then my senior year I played football again and it seemed as if everyone liked me again. It was one of the strangest things I have ever experienced. Maybe you have to experience something like that to get the full effect of how much football means to the old folks. 


Strangely enough, our football team my senior year was expected to do very well, just like the movie. We had to win our final district game and devastated once we lost in the playoffs, similar to the movie. The movie though demonstrated great actuality of what it feels like as being either the star player or the son of a star player and the amount of pressure that is put on the shoulders of the kids who aren’t expected to make life decisions yet. The author of this criticism of the movie wrote, “Odessa didn't even win the championship,” as if to say that just because they didn’t win the state championship, the story as a whole sucked. Well I believe to total opposite. Everyone expected the team that the story is centered around to come through and win the big game, but like in real life, it doesn’t happen that way very often. It caught the audience by surprise when the quarterback reached out for the goal line with the football in one hand as a last act of desperation, but fell a foot short. That moment added so much more emotion and made each member of the audience stomach sink that much more. It was as if I had gone back to my last football game and had my heart broke when were upset by someone we were supposed to beat.


I would rate this movie as one of the better sports movies ever made. No, it doesn’t have the typical championship ending that critics desire (I guess), but it’s a touching story and as far as I am concerned, it portrays a small town with a great football team very accurately. There’s nothing greater than Friday night-lights in Texas, but as the story proves, there are more important things than winning a game. 
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