Constructivist Approaches

Week 7-Brown Article
Constructivist Approaches are outlined:  (1) Anchored Instruction:  The proponents of anchored instruction seek to address two major problems that they see in the current educational system.  The first is that we tend to teach out of context.  While students can learn information given out of context (e.g. about the animals in the artic), because they have no prior learning or experience to ‘anchor’ it to, it is fairly meaningless and while it can be used to pass an examination or test, it is not used in day to day problem solving.  Such knowledge is described as being ‘inert.’  A second problem is that teachers would like to give their students the ability to solve complex problems, but the management of such problem solving in a normal classroom situation is very difficult, if not impossible.

p.4-(2) Cognitive Flexibility Theory:  It is suggested that we should also view information from multiple perspectives in order to gain a fuller understanding of it.  (3) Strategic Teaching Frameworks:  This is a combination of both Anchored Instruction and Cognitive Flexibility Theory.  Typically, an experienced practitioner is shown at work, and he or she explains and discusses what they were doing, and various experts comment on their actions so that the viewer can get a full understanding of what is being done and how it could be improved.  

