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Measurement and Units
Topics in this module: 
Building the Concepts

Labs in This Module
Module #1 Lab Equipment Needs: 
· Safety goggles 
· A meterstick (A yardstick will work as well; a 12-inch ruler is not long enough.) 
· Two 8-inch or larger balloons 
· Two pieces of string long enough to tie the balloons to the meterstick 
· Tape 
· A tall glass 
· A paper towel 
· A sink full of water 
· Book (not oversized) 
· Metric/English ruler or rulers 
· Water 
· Vegetable oil 
· Graduated cylinder or measuring cups 
· Maple syrup (Natural syrup does not work as well as something like Mrs. Butterworth'sÂ®.) 
· Mass scale 
Note about the mass scale: We tried using the spring one that came with a lab equipment kit and finally decided to drop it and go with a digital scale. We had several reasons for doing this:
· The spring scale only measured in huge 10 gram jumps. 
· It easily became unstable because the base was small. 
· It didn't seem substantial enough to handle heavier materials without damage or distorted readings. 
· Spring scales will not be used in college. Having labs using a digital scale was a closer approximation to what would be used later on in labs. 


