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"Critical thinking is the use of those cognitive skills or strategies that increase the probability of a desirable outcome. It is used to describe thinking that is purposeful, reasoned and goal directed - the kind of thinking involved in solving problems, formulating inferences, calculating likelihoods, and making decisions when the thinker is using skills that are thoughtful and effective for the particular context and type of thinking task. Critical thinking also involves evaluating the thinking process - the reasoning that went into the conclusion we've arrived at the kinds of factors considered in making a decision. Critical thinking is sometimes called directed thinking because it focuses on a desired outcome." 

Halpern, Diane F. Thought and Knowledge: An Introduction to Critical Thinking. 1996. 

Attributes of a critical thinker: 

· asks pertinent questions 

· assesses statements and arguments 

· is able to admit a lack of understanding or information 

· has a sense of curiosity 

· is interested in finding new solutions 

· is able to clearly define a set of criteria for analyzing ideas 

· is willing to examine beliefs, assumptions, and opinions and weigh them against facts 

· listens carefully to others and is able to give feedback 

· sees that critical thinking is a lifelong process of self-assessment 

· suspends judgment until all facts have been gathered and considered 

· looks for evidence to support assumption and beliefs 

· is able to adjust opinions when new facts are found 

· looks for proof 

· examines problems closely 

· is able to reject information that is incorrect or irrelevant 

Ferrett, S. Peak Performance (1997).

