Specific Recommendations to the 

Massachusetts Department of Education (DOE)

• Attention to aligning learning standard with ideas for developing investigations and learning experiences and the Massachusetts Curriculum Assessment System (MCAS) would clarify priorities to the school systems. For instance, ‘Seeds’ might be added to the list of plant structures in the “learning standard” section of the framework.
•  Examine relationship of superordinate and subordinate concepts in the framework. (Some standards relating to animals are listed under the ‘Plant Structures and Functions’ subheading.) 

•  In the Framework, strengthen “cycling of matter” as a concept.

